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Presidents' Message
The Airport Serves our Community

By Chris Haven

of the air por t  to see the relevance and im por tance of 
act ivi ty happening at KAUN, but to the general  publ ic, a 
local  air por t  m ay not seem  related to their  l ives.  I  ask  
you to disabuse them  of th is not ion when the subject 
com es up. The m essage: The air por t  serves our  
com m unity.

Fir st of al l , the Auburn M unicipal  Air por t  provides 
a hub for  r egional  law enforcem ent, em ergency 
response, search and rescue, f i r e protect ion and 
ut i l i t ies.  CH P, Placer  County Sher i ff , Civi l  Air  Patrol  
and PG&E al l  have bases at KAUN.  Cal  Fir e, Li fe Fl ight 
Network  and other  em ergency responders also use 
the air por t  when work ing in  the region.  

In  addi t ion, The f l ight schools and other  f ixed base 
operator s at Auburn M unicipal  Air por t  help launch 

I t 's easy for  users
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the careers of pi lots and other  workers in to al l  aspects 
of the aviat ion industr y, and m ake no m istake - 
aviat ion suppor ts our  m odern l ives.  Freight 
m ovem ent, the tr avel  industr y, and em ergency 
services are used by m ost everyone everywhere, 
however  l i t t le an individual  m ay spend t im e 
consider ing how overn ight packages get to their  fr ont 
porch, or  how relat ively easy i t  is to f ly across the 
countr y.

And the Auburn Airpor t  Industr ial  Park  suppor ts 
com m erce.  In  addi t ion to the m any aviat ion-related 
businesses located at KAUN, the sur rounding 
com m ercial  area is hom e to dozens of m anufacturers, 
a biotech com pany, distr ibut ion centers, two brewer ies 
and a dist i l ler y, car  r epair , and our  beloved W ings 
restaurant, to nam e a few.  There?s a confluence of 
com m erce here at KAUN, and i t?s good for  the 
com m unity.

See you at the air por t ,

Chr is H aven

President
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AAA Events

Potluck Menu

H ere's what  you can 
br ing, according to your  

last nam e:

M AIN: J-Q

SIDES: A-I

DESERT:  R-Z

5AC 
M eeting

1/31

6-6:30pm

General

M em bership
M eeting

2/1

6-8:30pm
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THIS MONTHS SPEAKER

  The M ystery Guest Speaker  has over  2000 hours f lying in  the US 
Navy P-3 Anti  Subm ar ine W ar fare air craft  as Navigator /Tact ical  

Coordinator /M ission Com m ander , tr ack ing and "catching" Soviet 
nuclear  subm ar ines.  H e f lew on stat ion in  the Indian Ocean 
dur ing the Ir an ian H ostage Cr isis in  1979, and f lew dozens of 
Search And Rescue (SAR) f l ights off of Vietnam  and Thai land 

searching for  r efugee "Boat People" fr om  1979 in to the ear ly 1980's.   
H e taught VFR/ IFR/Oceanic Navigat ion to Navy, Air  Force, and 

in ternat ional  students at M ather  AFB before i t  closed down.  Today,  
he f l ies a plane that is a m ystery;  the prop turns the wrong 

dir ect ion!

Aerial Celest ial Navigat ion ? "We Don?t  
Need No St inkin? GPS." 
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Airport Manager Report
by Jonathan Wright

Dear  Auburn Aviat ion Com m unity,

 

Fir st  off, I  m ust apologize to you al l  for  
being M .I .A for  the last two Propwash 
publ icat ions. W hen you only have two staff 
people, including yoursel f, in  a depar tm ent that 
covers four  di fferent Ci ty funct ions, including 
the air por t , t im e m anagem ent is m ore than just 
a chal lenge. I  am  happy to repor t that I  have 
been successful  over  the past two m onths to 
h ir e three new staff persons to assist m e so the 
stress of everyday is star t ing to give a l i t t le. By 
far  the m ost exci t ing h ir e is the M anagem ent 
Analyst for  the Airpor t .

 

Toby Tyghe Just i ce Ri char dson  (AKA 
Tyghe) is a pi lot  who is deeply passionate about 
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the Auburn Airpor t . H is M ooney is based in  
Auburn and he wants noth ing m ore than to 
assist in  the 
m om entum  
created by the 
form er  City 
M anager , John  
Don l evy . W ith 
Tyghe at the helm  
you have a m uch 
m ore responsive, 
r esponsible and accountable air por t  
m anagem ent team . Tyghe plans to keep 
regular  off ice hours at the air por t  so that the 
Airpor t  Com m unity has better  access to 
air por t  services and ensure that issues can be 
resolved expedit iously as they ar ise. Tyghe 
wi l l  divide h is t im e between his Ci ty H al l  
off ice and the Airpor t  Off ice. Besides being a 
pi lot , Tyghe has been work ing in  r eal  estate 
for  the last 20 years m ak ing h im  wel l  qual i f ied 
to assist wi th leases as wel l  as suppor t ing m y 
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effor ts to ensure the cont inued econom ic 
success of Auburn. Please help m e welcom e 
Tyghe to the air por t  m anagem ent team .

 

The weather  ear l ier  th is m onth has put 
m any of the air por t  projects on hold, however  
we have been able to spend som e considerable 
t im e on the term inal  bui lding. The stained and 
rotten cei l ing t i les are f inal ly being replaced. 
There is new floor ing in  the bathroom s with 
new paint on the way. I  have asked the IT 
depar tm ent for  a quote to add a large m onitor  
to the Barnstorm er  room  to al low for  video 
conferencing (Zoom ) and to m ake 
presentat ions, l ike the AAA program s, easier  
and m ore in teract ive. The Barnstorm er  is also 
being upfi t ted with a better  wi-f i  system  so that 
downloading for  presentat ions and tr ain ing are 
instantaneous.

 

Enjoy the n ice weather  now!
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As The Prop Turns
by Mike Duncan

 W el l , the weather  has been di fferent th is past 

m onth.  From  a great f lying Decem ber  to a wet 

January and a slow flying m onth.  As one 

newscaster  said ?only in  Cal i forn ia can we have 

drought warn ings and f lood warn ings at the sam e 

t im e?.  Despi te the weather  several  students were 

able to get up and f ly and st i l l  m anaged to 

accom pl ish their  f i r st  solos.  Ral ph  Lagas soloed a 

Cessna 172 with Steve Bazor  as his instructor.  Not 

far  behind Ralph was Joshua Gavr i s who soloed a 

Joshua Gavr is & 261
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Cessna 152 with  Dav i d  Lon go as h is instructor.

      

      In  th is m onth 's newsletter  we wi l l  be adding l inks 

to var ious safety sem inars, safety t ips, and webinars.  

M any of these l inks m ay be t im e sensi t ive in  that 

there wi l l  on ly be a few weeks in  the future.  

Addi t ional ly, the webinars m ay count toward the 

FAA W ings program  and the ground por t ion of 

your  Biennial  Fl ight Review (OK Fl ight Review done 

biennial ly). Som e of the t ips m ay only have to do 

with var ious f lying techniques and procedures, 

such as ?GUM P '' checks, fuel  quanti ty checks, 

learn ing procedures, when to use f laps or  not, 

go-arounds, and m any other  subjects. I f  noth ing 

else these sessions help to keep you safety 

conscious and a safer  pi lot .

       

      Career  Day is here again.  After  a very successful  

day last year  Don  W ol fe is doing i t  again.  This 



Ralph Lagas & 41M
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Saturday at 12:00pm  at the Barnstorm er  m eeting 

room  there wi l l  be fr ee pizza for  everyone.  Don has 

brought in   pi lots fr om  al l  phases of aviat ion.  Pi lots 

wi l l  be fr om  the air l ines, corporate, agr icul ture,  law 

enforcem ent, m i l i tar y, general  aviat ion, f i r e 

suppression, back  countr y and bush pi lots, and 

several  other  areas.  Each of these folks wi l l  give a 

f ive to ten m inute presentat ion and then Q&A 

session. Com e out and social ize with your  future in  

aviat ion. This event is  fr ee to everyone so br ing a 

fr iend and enjoy the afternoon.

       W el l  that is al l  for  th is m onth.  Good Night M iss 

Daisy

                                                                  The Prop Turner

                                                                  M ike Duncan   
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02/11/2023 02/11/2023 02/04/2023

W eather  
Br iefing 
and You

REGISTER

Surviving 
Carbon 

M onoxide 
in  the 

Cockpi t

REGISTER

W hat 
Every Pi lot 

Should 
Know 
about 

Propel ler s

REGISTER

https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=119827
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=119520
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=119860
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Mach 5 Musings
from the Mach 5 Aviation Cluhouse

2023 has been off to a wet star t , but now 
that we seem  to be past the worst of i t , the 
air por t  has been exploding with act ivi ty! 
Students and pi lots al ike are shak ing off the 
rust and ei ther  r esum ing tr ain ing or  
r egain ing proficiency ? with our  CFIs and 
air craft  helping every step of the way. W e 
even m anaged to sneak  in  a check r ide dur ing 
som e of those rarer  VFR days ? Coby L. 
accom pl ished his PPL check r ide on Jan 7th 
after  gett ing signed off by h is CFI  Br i an  
Ni pper , and our  Jak e H eppn er  helped Br i ce 
E. succeed in  passing h is IFR check r ide on Jan 
20 th! W el l  done!

M ach 5 Aviat ion is gear ing up to h i t  the 
ground running for  f l ight tr ain ing. W e 
attended the 2023 Aviat ion Career  Day ? Dan  
Fl om  and Den n i s Pear son  were am ong 
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several  who represented M ach 5 Aviat ion, 
answer ing quest ions and talk ing to potent ial  
fam i l ies and students about the journey of 
f l ight 
tr ain ing. 
M ach 5 wi l l  
also be 
par t icipat ing 
in  the 
Auburn 
Aviat ion 
Associat ion?s 
scholar ship 
program s; a 
lucky par t icipant wi l l  be able to r eceive 10 
hours of dual  instruct ion at our  school  wi th 
one of our  air craft  and CFIs ? a gi ft  of im m ense 
value to any student look ing to com plete their  
tr ain ing. 

Look ing forward to m ore blue sk ies and calm  
winds! 
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Steven Kendall 
Honored

Steven Kendal l  was honored by EAA Chapter  
526 with a Cer t i f icate of Appreciat ion at the 
Decem ber  2022 hol iday m eeting. Steven 
developed, organized, prom oted and cont inues 
to lead the Young Eagles program  here in  
Auburn. H e was 
also instrum ental  
in  im plem enting 
the Chapter?s 
annual  f l ight 
scholar ship 
program  and 
prom oting youth 
attendance at the 
EAA Air  Academ y. 

M ar leen W ekell and Steven Kendall



Photos

AAA Li fet im e M em bers 
Gary and Dar lene M ourn ing 
and their  Piper  Com m anche 

260

CH P Val ley Division Air  
Operat ions restor ing power  
to a cr i t ical  com m unicat ions 

tower  on Signal  Peak
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Endowment Fund Corporate Sponsors
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AAA Members

LIFETIME MEMBERS

We thank our l ifet ime members for their donat ions to the 
AAA Endowment

Gold $2500        Silver $1500       Bronze $750

 Honorary Lifetime Members  

Clarence "Bud" Anderson
Noah & Renata Mackenroth

We thank our l ifet ime members for their 
donat ions to the 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
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Gold Lifetime Members
 Doug & Yvonne Fee

Tom Murray
Don & Lori Wolfe

Peggy Dwelle 
Jerry Severson & Nancy Benjamin

Tom Dwelle
Mike Long

Tim Pinkney
Casey Long
Ash Vidal

Patricia & Neil Munro  
Bob & Allison Dobransky

Randy & Lisa Leys
Aaron Murray
Matt Dicicco 
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Silver Lifetime Members 

Mike Duncan

Mike Shoemaker

 Jay Selby

Shawn &  Juliette Bickford

Steven Hogge 

Keenan Kokoul & Leah Kokoul

Andy Anderson

David & Stephanie Holloway 
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Bronze Lifetime Members
Mike Sullivan
Peter Hastert

Joanie & Wayne Mooneyham
Chris & David Haven

Kyle Kokoul
Gary & Darlene Mourning

Richard Anderson
Mark Pilkington

Doug & Nancy Van Howd

Joe & Ann Bittaker 
Chris Luvara
Ken Ristuben
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General Members
Lifetime Scholarship Winners

Aaron & Shasta Adam
Gavin Alder

Andy Anderson 
Don & Mona Anderson

Bob Andosca
Chris Anselmi  
Tom Arbogast

Mark & Sharon Bateson
Frank Bell  
Jack Bell

Jordan Benedict 
Elen Brandt

Christian Bivens
Tom & Judy Boucree  
Christopher Bouley

Adrian Boyer 
Darcy Brewer & Greg Gappert  

Brandon Brown 
Kelly Bruno  

Aaron & Heather Burns
John & Hilary Burns

John Hudek Jr.  
Julia Carey  

Matthew Carlson
Kristina Caroll  

Paula Celick & Larry LaVerne  
Andrew Chubatenko 

Amanda D'Amour
Derek De Oliveira
Brandon Dever
Helen Dobeck

Micah Doe
Eric & Kera Dolan  

John & Kathy Donlevy
Will Dougherty
Jessi Dreschler 

David M. Dwelle & Jeffrey Roth
Ken & Judy Dwelle  

Steven Elliott 
Kent English

Dan & Susanne Flom 
Dan & Karen Foster  

Elmer & Mary Ann Frank  
Sydney Greene

Akash Guha 
Christopher Hale
Diane Hammer
Rick Hammer
Robert Hewett  
Rose Horsman
Brooklyn Irvine   
Kadie Jacobs 

James Jacobson  
Jake Jensen
Jaian Jiminez  

Lyle & Jane Kelsey  
Christine Koenigsecker 
Erik & Diksha Knierim

Cade Lawley 
Steven Lease 

Kyle Lehr 
Rogelio Leon
Casey Long 

Dion Louthan 
Ray & Linda Lux  
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B M 
Renata Mackenroth

Samuel Mach
Christian Madsen
Patrick Marquina
Jeanie Marshall  

Frank & Debralyn Martinez  
Shane McAlister   

Doug McDougall & 
Rosemarie La Rocca

Mia McKnight  
Tammy Meredith 

Calvin Miller 
Rob & Teri Miller   

*Nick Moore 
Christopher Morales 

Chase & Natalie Morgan
Karsten Murphy
Michael Murphy

Aaron Murray
Justin Nedley

Kenneth & Diana Nielsen  
Nathaniel Olchefske 

Rory Ondracek  
*Tenley Ong
Adriel Palaia 

Elizabeth Paval
Mike Peters  

Bonnie Potter
Bill & Nanci Radakovitz  

Tyghe Richardson
Bethany Robarts  

Steve Roselle

Benjamin Rubash  
Ben Samp

John & Beverly Samp  
David Sanborn 
Mark Sandoval

 

Mikaela Sawaya  
Martin & Dawn Scheyhing  
Bernie & Jay Schroeder 
Bob & Stephanie Snyder  

Michael St. Denis
Pierce & Gaylie Stewart

Sydney Sunseri-Robertson  
Ann Sweeney 
Caleb Switzer  

Camile Tricomo  
Larry Uzelac   

Doug & Nancy Van Howd  
Philip Vardara  

Gary & Clytie Vogt  
Vaclav Vyvoda & Ingrid Westin

Christian Watt  
Marleen Wekell & Steve Kendall

Randy Winn 
Stewart & Roxana Wells
Walt & Bonnie Wilson  

Scott & Sharon Woodland
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OFFICERS
President  - Chase Morgan - (530) 263-8550 - aaapres1539@gmail .com

Vice President  - Doug McDougal l (530) 306-4110 - aaavp1539@gmail .com

Secretary - Joanie Mooneyham - (530) 401-0595 - AAASec1539@gmail .com

Treasurer - David Dwel le - (530) 906-1413 - AAATreas1539@gmail .com

BOARD MEMBERS
Past President - Randy Leys - (956) 453-7050 - AAAMentor@gmail.com

Scholarship - Don Wolfe - (707) 695-2674 - FlyFund1539@gmail.com

Assistant Scholarship - James Jacobson - skyfund1539@gmail.com

Membership - Helen Dobeck - (916) 248-6171 -  AAAMemb1539@gmail.com

Communications - Chris Haven - (530) 401-6082 - AAAComm1539@gmail.com

Propwash Editor - Mike Duncan - (530) 305-1438 - duncan7kcab@sbcglobal.net

5AC Chair - Ken Dwelle - (530) 392-1014 - KAUN.5ac@gmail.com

Board Member at Large - Peggy Dwelle - (530) 305-9101 - peggydwelle@gmail.com

Donations Coordinator - Nancy Benjamin - (530) 368-0118 - don_benj@pacbell.net

Special thanks to Brooklyn Irvine for laying out the newsletter and David Sanborn for

 managing distribution of the newsletter.

 2022 AAA Board
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